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Theory on the Use of Light Source and Material Expression
Technique of Classic Realism
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Abstract

Classic realism paintings often take material as the vertical and lighting as the
axis to compose a perfect artwork. We all know that pictures need the skill of sketch
for foundation, whether it’s the concrete realism or the borderless impressionism. The
combination of all objects of the picture and the relation of their material rely on the
lighting to reflect to their interaction. Therefore the light source determines the
tension of the material, different color temperature gives different reflex, between
color and lighting is the sensation of the picture. Observe the form of the object and
not just reshaping it but illustrate its texture and the subtle connection between
lighting and the material. Painting is a way artists express themselves, it’s rational yet
sensible, as to how to create a painting with emotion depends on the artist’s keen
insights, sometimes the materials in a picture may have big otherness but hard to tell
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apart in an instance, but if the artist can know at once the difference of it all, he or she
can be able to illustrate the texture completely. Through past examples, we have seen
beautiful styles of famous artists preserving its values in spite of different
classifications, for the basic concept of art painting “lighting” and “material” are the
main elements artist insist on their creation.
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