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Abstract

1853 in Von Gough was born in a southern province of Holland, Groot-Zundert.
He was the son of a Presbyterian priest. He had no interest in commerce and trade,
but his talents in other areas made up for his deficiencies in business. He was bright,
with good learning ability, and loved artistic work. Although Von Gough only had a
ten-year span in his professional career, but he had completed over 820 paintings and
almost the same amount of sketches. What is more amazing, he had spent the first
half of his career learning and fumbling for creative ideas, and his works had been
significantly influenced by the Ukiyo-e Style of Japanese artists. His best productions
are concentrated in the second half of his career. Those that are regarded as
masterpieces are mostly completed in the last two to three years of his career, as they
are rarely seen in the history of arts.

Since Von Gough was able to sell one piece of painting throughout his life, he
was deprived economically, and had suffered terrible emotional setback. Eventually
he was in a state of insanity, that he took his own life with a handgun. However, a
century later, his paintings become the most sought after objects in arts bidding
internationally. The most famous works in his collection include: Sunflowers, Irises,
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Portrait of Dr. Gachet, and Starry Night, which are considered the most valuable art
paintings in the world, and the best assets he left behind for the mankind.
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