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Research on the Design of Text Images— Taking Buddhist Paintings of
Lotus Sutra in Ming Dynasty as an Example
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Abstract

Chinese traditional aesthetics emphasizes concepts of *“articles are for
promulgating the Way (Tao), paintings are for forming conception, music is for
reflecting virtue, and poems are for expressing ideas.” There is a saying — “arts are
the Way and the Way is arts.” Text and image can function as “the Way” and “arts.”
Being able to form concept and promulgate the Way is a high-level representation of
“setting your heart upon the Way, basing yourself on virtue, leaning upon
benevolence for support and taking my recreation in the arts” and fully demonstrates
the meaning of aesthetic design. Structural types of text image through creative
design can be divided into “Unitary Type” and “Fitted Type.” The former is some
imagery that each single character independently represents. The latter can be
represented in composition of characters, dismantling and combination of radicals of
characters, mixture of characters and pictures — which are full of art and fun.

The finding in Dunhuang is that the earliest “Metamorphoses of Lotus Sutra”
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made from Lotus Sutra could be seen in Sui Dynasty. Its contents include Xupin,
Fanbianpin, Piyupin, Jianbaotapin, and Guanyinpumenpin. Under the high
development of art during Ming Dynasty, many kinds of creative looks — transferring

from scriptural contents into iconographical patterns as well as combining with
written texts—had been generated in the variations of Buddhist scriptures. Such kind

of design and pictorial style of text image is the research focus in this thesis.
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