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Boundary Between Representational and Abstract
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Abstract

The classification of the substance and forms of representational and abstract
artistic expressions has always been confusing and uncertain. In this paper, the author
will discuss and demonstrate the boundary and relationship between representational
and abstract art, through creative contents and forms of actual works of art, as well as
discuss the processes, similarities and differences that may possibly arise between
them. As the “representational” develops in the direction of “non-representational”,
“semi-representational” and “semi-abstract”, then transforming into “conceptual
representational” and “internal representational”, until finally taking the pure
“abstract” form, this demonstrates that the “representational” and the “abstract” are
not purely two contrasting art forms. From the perspective or position of an art
critique or admirer then, one may carry out the aesthetic recognition and critique of
values in a pluralistic fashion. This helps one develop an aesthetic eye that is more
clear and thoughtful towards all possibilities of creative forms or styles between the
representational and the abstract, as well as create more defined and objective art
critique channels.
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