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A Life of Furor - The Art Work of Soutine
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Abstract

Soutine’s work is characterized to the Ecole de Paris. But today we can see clearly
the trace and influence from Van Gogh to Soutine, a style of Expressionism. Soutine’s
paintings are full of ugliness, vulgarity and craziness. His obsession of depicting
“grotesque” not only challenges the “aesthetics” as ultimate artistic doctrine, also uses it
to expose the torment and agitation hidden in his life that could hardly be eased. we can
contemplate that this poverty-stricken Jewish painter from Lithuania, even though living
in an unrest era, wallowing in self-pity; still can use his freely unrestrained brushstrokes
to express his emotion of furor and bitterness. Through the painful and despairing
process, he reaches a spiritual state of mind transcending life and death.
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