;JF" ﬁl_,fgi'g\mﬁxﬂ

Raphael — The Greatest Lover of the Madonna Portrait
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Abstract

Raphael Sanzio (1483 ~ 1520) is one of the three Italian master painters in the
High Renaissance. When he was seven years old, his mother died; and when he was
eleven, his father died. He successively lost the care and love of his parents.
Subsequently, he was raised by his uncle until adulthood. Ever since his childhood,
Raphael was influenced by his father who was a painter and poet in the court. In fact,
the talent of painting in Raphael was inspired and guided by his father. Because of the
impacts of his family environment, Raphael was always stronger and more
hardworking than other people. He was more independent and autonomous. The style
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of his painting is the synthesis of the good points of different painters. His works
present multiple themes and diversified styles and features. From the general
appearance of his paintings, a tough vitality can be seen.

In order to present different tableaus, Raphael absorbed the characteristics and
merits of different aspects. The Madonna portraits painted by him reached superb
skills unreachable by other painters. There must be some unique abilities and
characteristics in him. Because of the influence and nurture from the environment,
together with his hardworking and continuous learning, Raphael was able to paint the
impressive and amazing works. His paintings disclose the thinking of his inner world,
his philosophical and literary temperament and qualities, and reveal the splendors of
human nature. Positive responses and reflections are all included in the works of
Raphael.

In the High Renaissance, classical realism style more or less influenced the
painting skills of Raphael’s memorable paintings, Madonna portraits and the portraits
of other people. Among the Madonna portraits of Raphael, he took the image of
Madonna as a reflection of his inner thinking, and a symbol of happiness, goodness
and purity of human beings.

This paper investigates the paintings of Madonna portraits of Raphael in the
High Renaissance and compares his influence with another painter of Madonna
portraits, Masaccio (1401 ~ 1428 ? ). From the introduction of the works of
Madonna portraits painted by Raphael and the comparison between his works and the
works of the same nature, we can better understand the uniqueness of the works of
Raphael.
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