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A Historic Leader of Lyrical Abstraction: Georges Mathieu (1921 - )
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Abstract

In 1947, Georges Mathieu, French post-war gestuall abstract painter, organized an
exhibition named “L'imaginaire” in Paris, and became the first in bringing in Abstract
Expression to Europe to fight against Geometrical Abstraction. He soon referred it as Lyrical
Abstraction, in which he established another abstract form between Geometrical and Organic
form of abstraction, and intended to free tradition as well as formal constrains from painting.
His success placed him in a significant position in French informal art as Fautrier (1898-1964)
and Dubuffet (1901- 1985). For the following years, by using his impulsive and calligraphic
brushwork along with the sophisticated theory of sign expression developed by his own,
Mathieu theatrically and triumphantly performed many large-scale paintings in front of
thousands of audiences around the world. Meanwhile he has being presented his works at
more than 90 major museums in the world, which makes him become one of most exposed
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! gestural (adj) of or relating to the movement of the body to express an idea, sentiment, or attitude; in the
application of paint, the use of sweeping, expansive movements in which the gestures of the artist's hand are
evident. Abstract Expressionist painting, with its expressive brushwork, is often described as gestural.
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European artist. He also referred himself as the founder of Tachisme2, in the essay 'Au-dela
du Tachisme' (published in 1963), that is oftenly considered to be the European equivalent to
Abstract Expressionism in America. In 1975, He was elected as member of I’Académie des

Beaux-Arts in France.
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2 Tachisme (from French “tache, means spot or mark), style of painting practiced in Paris after World War I
and through the 1950s that, like its American equivalent, Action painting, featured the intuitive, spontaneous

gesture of the artist's brushstroke.
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