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Source Investigation for the De5|gn and Development of Pop-Up Book
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Abstract

When books are conducted with illustrations as primary visual language, while
words amount to but partial content or merely assisting illustrations, we will call
books of the kind as “picture book,” while it is reckoned as “Illustration Book,” in
Japanese. For now, pop-up book is the short for three-dimension book, and it is the
same as the average two-dimensional book with its outlook; however, when one
opens it there will be 3-D picture, or 3-D icon or model that one can pull, take out,
rotate, or turn around; so that the book is given not only with the function as book,
but also funs and interests of toys, considered to be given with most educational and
artistic significance.

The beauty designed as found in multiple-layer construction of pop-up books is
not only the plasticization of highly human intellectual activity, but also given with
the purpose, utility, functionality, economy, way of production, materials, and
processing technology and others functions. As such, it has helped to integrate the
disciplines of sociology, anthropology, technology, and cultural representations into
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oneness, reckoned to be of the essence of human intelligence.

Strictly speaking, pop-up book is of the product from western civilization, and
there have already been countless products from the times of industrial revolution to
that of today. However, only very limited amount of traceable historical documents
can be found today. And the purpose of this work is to investigate the source and
development of pop-up book from historical perspective so that it can render
commensurable recognition to its highly artistic and academic values.

Keyword : pop-up book

74



