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The Tragic Hero Pursuing the Ideal
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ABSTRACT

Contrary to the 19" century mainstream — impressionism, Paul Gauguin, in his
own unique way, observes reality and exhibits through his insistence on conventional
framework, remarkable color harmony and constant density. Beyond the surface, he
digs deeply into human emotions and expresses genuine sense and sensibility through
painting. His oil colors are painted in a “flat” form, different from the usual
impressionist’s expression means, in that he seldom uses shadow or emphasizes
individual style. Instead, with simple subject and distinctive colors, he expressed
the most sincere and primitive emotions.

Gauguin’s artwork perhaps was not well received by his contemporaries with all
the appearance of a flight from civilization. However his exotic and fascinating
painting style will forever influence this world, which once abandoned him.
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