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A Discussion of the Actual and the Imaginary in Visual Arts
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ABSTRACT

In visual arts there exists a plethora of ideas on expression of form and handling
of imagery that at first glance seem difficult to distinguish from each other. Here
we dissect the popular concepts before converting them to thoughts of the “Actual”
and “Imaginary”. Through the contrast thus generated the creative understanding
and usage of the “Real” and the “Virtual” can be guided, in the hope of inspiring a
positive and supportive effect on the close relationship between thought and creation.

The essence of this paper is in its novel analysis of the difference between
“Phenomenon” and “Shape”, the contrast between the “Actual” and “Imaginary” as
well as the characteristics of the “Actual”. Examples are provided through actual
artworks where appropriate. The final conclusion is that formless thought belongs
to the inner world of the “Actual/Imaginary” while the realization of actual artworks
belongs to external manipulations of the “Real/Virtual”. In this manner thought and
creation can achieve a perfect fusion.
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