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Abstract

Frida Kahlo was a marvel of Mexican woman artist. She was born of European and
Mexican descent in 1907 in the Mexico City suburb of Coyoacan, in the same blue stucco
house where she died 47 years later. She was exceptionally striking; her long dark hair and
distinctive bird-wing brows arching over magnetic black eyes reflected her vibrant and
adventurous nature. In 1925, at the age of 18, she was in a bus accident that injured her
spine, pelvis, and foot, injuries that led to many hospital stays, operations, and, ultimately, her
death. In many ways, her art is a chronicle of her personal pain and strength in the face of
endless medical problems. But her talent and spirit became the wellspring of her career. In
them, Kahlo often portrays herself in native Mexican dress, surrounded by her many pets and
the lush vegetation of her homeland, her forehead or body imprinted with the people and
events central to her life. Kahlo's paintings also have the strong silhouettes, insistent detail,
overall equality of focus, and bold colors often associated with folk art. Always intense and
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sometimes realistic or fantastic, her works show that her art and life were inseparable, fierce,
timeless, and tragic.
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