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Oceanic Fishing Village Features of Homer’s Paintings
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Abstract

Wislow .Homer (1836-1910) was an illustrator in his early years. Later on, he became
a famous oil painter and water color painter. Brought up in the countryside since childhood,
Homer liked taking the nature and village life as the subject matters of his paintings. In the
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second half of the 19" century, the natural and outdoor life of the healthy and beautiful
American women and naive children were the targets of his paintings.

In 1855 Homer went to Boston and worked at a commercial slabstone printing factory.
He became a freelance illustrator in 1857, and worked at a weekly, Happer’s. From then on,
he became a famous illustrator.

In autumn of 1866, he visited France and stayed there for ten months. He paid visits on
Louver in Paris, and wrote sketches at an art village of France. He spent most of the time on
traveling the rural area and drawing paintings.

In 1876 he visited Petersburg, Virginia, etc. and stayed in various places for a very long
time. He was interested in black people. He took a sympathetic and humorous mood to
draw the life of black people.

In 1881 Homer, lived in the harbor area in the northern coast of England. Taking the
sea as the subject matter of his paintings, he drew a lot of paintings about the very
hardworking fishermen and fisherwomen, the strong fishermen’s struggles against the
tempestuous sea, the life of fishing village, the strong and assiduous fisherwomen, and their
operation of tugboat and trawler.

In 1883 Homer settled down by the seaside in Maine, the United States. It was a quiet
island stretching out in Pacific Ocean with small population. Homer built a studio facing the
ocean. He painted alone, and observed the changes of ocean views. From his works, we
can find that he used paintings to express human beings’ courage and passion for challenges
of the nature.

In 1890, Homer traveled Bahamas, Florida and Bermuda, and stayed at these places for
some time. He painted water color sketches from nature. He painted a series of works
about the scenes and characters of this island.

In 1896, Homer won many honors and awards. There was one critic who once wrote
about him, “On the paintings of oceanic features, there is no painter in the United States who
can surpass Wislow .Homer.”
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