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Minimalism Sculptor—Dawd Smith
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Abstract

David Smith was born in Indiana in 1906. His career as a sculptor can be divided into
three phases. In the beginning, he incorporated industrial objects to create welded metal
sculptures. In his second phase, during 1940s and 1950s, Smith executed personal,
landscape-inspired sculptures characterized by a delicate linear quality. In the final phase of
his development, his work became monumental in size and its elements were reduced to
overlapping geometric plates of highly polished steel. Just as the industrial objects of his early
works prefigured his later sculptures, so these reductive, geometric, huge pieces of the 1960s
may be said to prefigure the style of minimalism sculptures produced by other artists later in
that decade. David Smith’s brilliant career was cut shortly when he died in a tragic
automobile accident at the age of fifty-nine in 1965. However, David Smith was one of the
most influential and innovative American sculptors of the 20th century.
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