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The Beauty of Mannerism-The escape of
Renaissance’s regulation
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Abstract

Century Mannerism, the artistic style which gained popularity between the_High
Renaissance and Baroque,takes as its ideals the work of Santi Raphael and Buonarroti
Michelangelo. It is considered to be a period of technical accomplishment but of formulaic,
theatrical and overly stylized work.
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Mannerist Art is characterized by a complex composition with muscular and elongated
figures in complex poses. Discussing Michelangelo in his journal, Eugene Delacroix gives as
good a description as any of the limitations of Mannerism:

"[A]ll that he has painted is muscles and poses, in which even science,
contrary to general opinion, is by no means the dominant factor... He did not know a
single one of the feelings of man, not one of his passions. When he was making an
arm or a leg, it seems as if he were thinking only of that arm or leg and was not
giving the slightest consideration to the way it relates with the action of the figure to
which it belongs, much less to the action of the picture as a whole...... Therein lies his
great merit; he brings a sense of the grand and the terrible into even an isolated
limb."

The term mannerism describes the style of the paintings and bronze sculpture on this tour.
Derived from the Italian maniera, meaning simply "style,” mannerism is sometimes
defined as the "stylish style™ for its emphasis on self-conscious artifice over realistic depiction.
Andrea del Sarto could be called the godfather of mannerism.  remained more classical.
While his students looked beneath the appearance of the real world for something more
introverted and abstract, Andrea sought a more forceful expression of what he saw in nature.
It has been said that color, vibrant and communicative, was his real subject. Produced late
in his career, this painting has a quiet warmth and calm sentiment, despite the intensity of its
hues.

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/history/mannerism.html
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