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Salvador Dali’s Fantastic World
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Abstract

Salvador Dali, Spanish Surrealist Painter, 1904-1989. A flamboyant painter and sometime
writer, sculptor and experimental film-maker, Salvador Dali was probably the greatest Surrealist
artist, using bizarre dream imagery to create unforgettable and unmistakable landscapes of his
inner world.  Born into a middle-class family, he studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Madrid, where he mastered academic techniques.  Dali also pursued his personal interest in
Cubism and Futurism and was expelled from the academy for indiscipline in 1923.  He formed
friendships with Lorca and Bufiuel, read Freud with enthusiasm and held his first one-man show
in Barcelona (1925), where he exhibited a number of seascapes.  He wrote the screenplay for
Bufiuel’s Un Chien Andalou (produced in 1928), largely thanks to which he was adopted by the
Surrealists.  In Paris he met Picasso and André Breton, and his involvement from 1929 onwards,
his effervescent activity, his flair for getting publicity through scandal and his vivacity which
counterbalanced the political difficulties encountered by the group, made him a particularly
welcome addition. Breton coined a brilliant anagram for Dali's name: Avida Dollars (which more
or less translates to "Eager for Dollars™); Dali shot back; “the only difference between me and the
Surrealists is that | am a Surrealist”.  In 1934 Dali and Gala, having lived together since 1929,
were married in a civil ceremony. In 1939, his fellow Surrealist artists officially expelled Dali
from the Surrealist group for political reasons; Marxism was the preferred doctrine in the
movement, while Dali declared himself to be an "Anarcho-Monarchist”.  Dali replied to his
expulsion by saying "Surrealism is me." Other Surrealists henceforth would speak of Dali in the
past tense, as if he were dead.  After Gala's death in 1982, Dali lost much of his will to live.
He deliberately dehydrated himself-- possibly as a suicide attempt, possibly in an attempt to put
him into a state of suspended animation, as he had read that some microscopic animals could do.
He moved from Figueres to the castle in Pubol which he had bought for Gala and was the site of
her death.  In 1984 a fire broke out in his bedroom under unclear circumstances-- possibly a
suicide attempt by Dali, possibly a murder attempt by a greedy caretaker, possibly simple
negligence by his staff-- but in any case Dali was rescued and returned to Figueres where a group
of his friends, patrons, and fellow artists saw to it that he was comfortable living his
Theater-Museum for his final years.  Salvador Dali died of heart failure on January 23, 1989 at
Figueres, Catalonia, Spain. He is buried in the crypt of his Teatro Museo in Figueres.

Salvador Dali is considered as the greatest artist of the surrealist art movement and one
of the greatest masters of art of the twentieth century. During his lifetime the public got a
picture of an excentric paranoid. His personality caused a lot of controversy. After his
death in 1989 his name remained in the headlines. But this time it was not funny at all. The
art market was shaken by reports of great numbers of fraudulent Dali prints. What's all
behind it?
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