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Abstract

This study mainly focuses on the mural of the King Nine-colored Deer story in Cave 257.
In this study, the discussion will mainly investigate in the three aspects: (1) the features of the
wall-painting, (2) the Buddhist thought, the scriptures, and the biography and stories of the
Buddha, and (3) the technique and the artistry in the early stage of the Dunhuang story-telling
murals.

The King Nine-colored Deer is the story about the previous life of the Sakyamuni
Buddha. In this story, the Sakyamuni Buddha embodies the King Nine-colored Deer in order
to remind and awaken the benevolence of people, and to present the spirit of justice as well.
The essence of the story is to advocate the benevolent and altruistic actions of the Sakyamuni
Buddha.

Moreover, in terms of the color scheme and the lines drawing style, the mural reveals the
confidence in using the contrast colors and the extensity created by the colors. On the
composition design, the famous story-telling mural of the King of Nine-colored Deer is
attractive and persuasive caused by the exaggerated expression, which is presented through
the arrangement of the colors, the characters, and the settings. The classic mural expresses a
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special feeling of the rhythm through both the composition and the colors option of the
masterpiece. Hence, it is an excellent and expressive mural. The presentation of the
techniques of painting in Caves also influenced the evolution of the techniques in the Chinese
landscape and portrait paintings. This study will illustrate and analyze the thoughts and the
features in the mural of the King Nine-colored Deer on the basis of the time, politic, religion,
society, and the culture background.

Keywords: Dunhuang, wall-painting, story-telling murals, Mogao caves, King Nine-colored
Deer, Buddhist thought, biography and stories of the Buddha.
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