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With Beauty and Talent Interlacing Both Genders
— Tamara de Lempicka
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Abstract

Distinguished with elegance and independent character, Tamara de Lempicka
(1898~1980) is a legendary personage in the history of Western art. She was a painter, a
baroness, a social butterfly, a bisexual, and one of the eminent personages of Art Déco. She
was lively in the high society and art circles in the first half of the 20th century (see Figs.1
and 2). However, her noble yet cold appearance and lofty family background and life circle
gave people an unattainable impression. Also, there were scanty books written about her,
hence, her life as if veiled with mystery. In the modern art history, though several female
painters have gained affirmation, compared with O’keeffe and Kahlo, researches on Lempicka
were few. This paper discusses and probes the painting of this legendary female in hope to
inspire more researches on her.
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